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I. Introduction

 
1 These trends can be found to have led to resistance mobilization efforts 
within the civic space as well and can be understood twofold: 1) surges in 
autocratization-resistance growth 2) Toxic polarization-increased 
polarization combined with discrimination against minorities. For more 
information, please refer to  Anna Lührmann & Staffan Lindberg, 2020, 
Autocratization Surges-Resistance Grows Democracy Report 2020, V-Dem 
Institute University of Gothenburg: https://www.v-
dem.net/media/filer_public/de/39/de39af54-0bc5-4421-89ae-
fb20dcc53dba/democracy_report.pdf; Yasmeen serhan, 2020, Populism Is 
Morphin in Insidious Ways, The Atlantic: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/01/future-
populism-2020s/604393/; Annalisa Merelli, 2019, The State of Global Right-
wing Populism in 2019https://qz.com/1774201/the-global-state-of-right-
wing-populism-in-2019/. 
2 Filix S. Bethke & Jonas Wolf, 2020, COVID-19 and Shrinking civic 
spaces: patterns and consequences, Z Friedens und Konflforsch: 
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s42597 -020-00038-
w.pdf. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Samirah Majumdar & Virginia Villa, 2020, In 2018 Government 
Restriction on Religion Reach Highest Level Globally in More Than a 
Decade, Pew Research: https://www.pewforum.org/2020/11/10/in -
2018-government-restrictions-on-religion-reach-highest-level-globally-
in-more-than-a-decade/. 

 
5 In February 2021, CKU sent out two questionnaires. One was sent to 
/Y¦Ωǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴizations that are members of the reference group on 
FoRB, who then forwarded the questionnaire onto their local partner 
organizations in the Global South. The other questionnaire was sent out 
directly to individuals who work at international NGOs, diplomatic missions, 
and scholarly institutions and who work either within the field of civic space 
or FoRB.  In addition to the questionnaires, CKU conducted follow up 
interviews, with both local religious/belief actors throughout the Global 
South along with international experts, to gain better understanding of 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Cƻw. ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛŎ 
space. On the 30th of March, CKU also held a panel discussion that included 
members of the FoRB reference group, their local partner organizations, 
and key experts related to both civic space and FoRB.  

https://www.v-dem.net/media/filer_public/de/39/de39af54-0bc5-4421-89ae-fb20dcc53dba/democracy_report.pdf
https://www.v-dem.net/media/filer_public/de/39/de39af54-0bc5-4421-89ae-fb20dcc53dba/democracy_report.pdf
https://www.v-dem.net/media/filer_public/de/39/de39af54-0bc5-4421-89ae-fb20dcc53dba/democracy_report.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/01/future-populism-2020s/604393/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/01/future-populism-2020s/604393/
https://qz.com/1774201/the-global-state-of-right-wing-populism-in-2019/
https://qz.com/1774201/the-global-state-of-right-wing-populism-in-2019/
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s42597-020-00038-w.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s42597-020-00038-w.pdf
https://www.pewforum.org/2020/11/10/in-2018-government-restrictions-on-religion-reach-highest-level-globally-in-more-than-a-decade/
https://www.pewforum.org/2020/11/10/in-2018-government-restrictions-on-religion-reach-highest-level-globally-in-more-than-a-decade/
https://www.pewforum.org/2020/11/10/in-2018-government-restrictions-on-religion-reach-highest-level-globally-in-more-than-a-decade/
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II. The Definition of Civic Space  

 
6 Aristotle, Politics, Bk. 1 Michael Davis, 1996, The Politics of Philosophy: A 
Commentary on Aristotle's Politics, Rowman & Littlefield, pp. 15ς32. 
7 Heiner Bielefeldt, Interview, 18 March 2021. 
8 Ibid. 

 
9 2020, Monitor Tracking Civic Space, CIVICUS: 
https://monitor.civicus.org/whatiscivicspace/. 
10 Mawethu Nkosana, Interview ,, 18 March 2021. 
112020, Monitor Tracking Civic Space, CIVICUS: 
https://monitor.civicus.org/whatiscivicspace/. 

https://monitor.civicus.org/whatiscivicspace/
https://monitor.civicus.org/whatiscivicspace/
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12 Mawethu Nkosana, Interview, 18 March 2021. 
13 The Danish umbrella organization, Globalt Fokus, gives a similar 

rendition, ñCivic space, which refers to the freedoms of association, 

assembly and expression, is the cornerstone of a vibrant democracy where 

citizens can participate and take active part in their own society found at: 

https://www.globaltfokus.dk/arbejdsgrupp er/civic -space; European 

Civic Space Watch similarly defines civic space as a political, legislative, 

social and economic environment that enables citizens to come together, 

share their interests and concerns and act individually and collectively to 

influence and shape the policy-making. Civic space encourages people to 

pursue multiple, at times competing, points of view. It also defines civic 

space as revolving around three key pillars: association, peaceful assembly, 

and expression, which can be found at https://civicspacewatch.eu/what-is-
civic-space/. 
14July 2020, Civil Society Space: Engagement with International and 
Regional Organization, United Nations High Commissioner for HUMAN 
Rights, https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElemen
t, 3. 

 
15 2020, What is Civic Space?,United Nations Human 
Rights:https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CivicSpace/Pages/ProtectingCivic
Space.aspx  
16 Mawethu Nkosana, Interview, 18 March 2021. 
17 Birgit Kainz Labbe, Interview, 19 March 2021. 
18 Sanna Svensson, Panel Discussion, 31 March 2021; Christina Wassholm & 
Sofia Tuvestad & Åsa Thomasson, 2018, Make Space! Defending Civic Space 
and The Freedom of Association and Assembly, Concord Sweden: 
https://concord.se/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/make-space-english-
summary-2018-concord-sweden.pdf; the Global State of Democracy 
Initiative understands civic space revolving around five civil liberties: 
freedom of expression, freedom of association and assembly, freedom of 
religion, freedom of movement, and personal integrity and security, which 
can be found at https://www.idea.int/gsod-indices/#/indices/world-map. 

https://civicspacewatch.eu/what-is-civic-space/
https://civicspacewatch.eu/what-is-civic-space/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CivicSpace/Pages/ProtectingCivicSpace.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CivicSpace/Pages/ProtectingCivicSpace.aspx
https://concord.se/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/make-space-english-summary-2018-concord-sweden.pdf
https://concord.se/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/make-space-english-summary-2018-concord-sweden.pdf
https://www.idea.int/gsod-indices/#/indices/world-map
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19 Michael Freeman, 2004, The Problem of Secularism in Human Rights 

Theory, Human Rights Quarterly, https://doi.org/10.1353/hrq.2004.0020., 

pp. 391. 

 
20 Malcom Evans, 2009, The Freedom of Religion or Belief and the Freedom 
of Expression, Religion and Human Rights,Brill, 
https://brill.com/view/journals/rhrs/4/2-3/article-p197_7.xml, pp. 197-
235. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Kokkinakis v. Greece, 260-a Eur. Ct. H.R. (ser. A), at 31 (1993). 
23 Knox Thames, Answer to Question  8 . 
24 Annika Silva-Leander, December 2020, Taking Stock of Global Democratic 
Trends Before and During the COVID-19 pandemic, International Institute 
for Democracy and Electoral assistance: 
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/global-democratic-
trends-before-and-during-covid-19-pandemic.pdf, PP. 21. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Anonymous US State Department Employee, Answer to Question 5.  
27Njoroge Kimani, Interview, 5 March 2021. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/hrq.2004.0020
https://brill.com/view/journals/rhrs/4/2-3/article-p197_7.xml
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/global-democratic-trends-before-and-during-covid-19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/global-democratic-trends-before-and-during-covid-19-pandemic.pdf
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III. Freedom of Religion or Belief & Civic Space  

 
28 In the UDHR, the freedom of belief is specifically mentioned in the 
preamble; article 2 outlines that the freedoms set forth in the UDHR are 
universal and applicable to all humans, regardless of religion; Article 18 of 
the UDHR specifically guarantees the freedom of thought, conscious, and 
religion found at https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-
rights; Since then, freedom of religion or belief has been incorporated in 
various articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR); The freedom from religious based discrimination is outlined in 
both article 2 and 26; Article 18 of the ICCPR also guarantees the freedom 
of thought, conscious, and religion; Article 27 ensures that religious 
minorities shall not be denied the right to enjoy their own culture, to 
profess and practice their own religion, or use their own language 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx; General 
Comment No. 22: Article 18 (Freedom of Thought, Conscience or Religion) 
is a separate document that further elaborates, quite extensively, on Article 
18 of the ICCPR and was adopted by the Human Rights Committee in 
1993https://www.refworld.org/docid/453883fb22.html; Furthermore, 
there is also the 1981 Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief that 

 
specifically outlines human rights regarding the freedom of religion and 
belief 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ReligionOrBelief.as
px. 
29  !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ф ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR) 
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/convention_eng.pdf; Paragraph 16 in 
ǘƘŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ /ƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
document in Vienna 1986 
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/a/7/40881.pdf; Article 10 of 
European human rights charter https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT; !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ у ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ 
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ 
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49; Article 26 and 27 in 
the Arab Charter on Human Rights 
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b38540.html; Article 12 in the 
American Convention on Human Rights  
https://www .cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%20convention.
htm. 

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.refworld.org/docid/453883fb22.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ReligionOrBelief.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ReligionOrBelief.aspx
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/convention_eng.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/a/7/40881.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012P/TXT
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b38540.html
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%20convention.htm
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%20convention.htm
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30 Ed Brown & Kristin Storaker & Lisa Winther, 2015, Freedom of Religion or 
Belief for Everyone, Stefanus Alliance: https://digni.no/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Freedom-of-Religion-and-Belief-for-
everyone.pdf pp. 5;, 

 

 

 

 

 

 
31 Knox Thames, Answer to Question. 4. 
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32 Heiner Bielefeldt, Interview, 18 March 2021. 
33 Birgit Kainz Labbe, Interview, 19 March 2021. 
34 Marie Juul Petersen, Presentation at Roundtable Discussion, 23 April 
20201. 

 
35 Heiner Bielefeldt, February 2013, Misperceptions of Freedom of Religion 
or Belief, Human Rights Quarterly, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23352251.pdf, pp., 43. 
36 Ed Brown & Kristin Storaker & Lisa Winther, 2015, Freedom of Religion or 
Belief for Everyone, Stefanus Alliance: https://digni.no/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Freedom-of-Religion-and-Belief-for-
everyone.pdf pp 5. 
37 Otto-Preminger-Institut v. Austria, 295 Eur. Ct. H.R. (Ser. A) (1994).   
38 Asma Jahangir & Doudou Diène, Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
Freedom of Religion or Belief, Asma Jahangir, and the Special Rapporteur 
on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 
Related Intolerance, Doudou Diene, further to Human Rights Council 
Decision 1/107 on Incitement to Racial and Religious Hatred and the 
Promotion Tolerance, U.N. Doc: 
https://www.refworld.org/docid/45c30b640.html 
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/23352251.pdf
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39 Eva Palmqvist & Sanna Svensson & Kristina Patring, 2020, Claiming 
Space For Faith Including Freedom of Religion or Belief in the Fight for 
Civic Space, SMC Global, pp. 6: https://www.smc.global/themencode -
pdf-viewer 
sc/?tnc_pvfw=ZmlsZT1odHRwczovL3d3dy5zbWMuZ2xvYmFsL2FwcC9
1cGxvYWRzLzIwMjAvMTAvMjAyMC1DbGFpbWluZy1TcGFjZS1mb3ItR
mFpdGgucGRmJnNldHRpbmdzPTExMTExMTExMTExMTExMTExMDAm
bGFuZz1lbi1VUw==&fbclid=IwAR1dGuh709KMEzniiLv5k-
6sZoZzRdFs5gKPa8OKs4jRAUw7KGY8K0AFv5M. 
40 Knox Thames, Interview, 10 March 2021. 
41 Knox Thames, Interview, 10 March 2021. 

 
42 Heiner Biefield,Panel Discussion, 30 March 20221. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Syria for an example, under the Assad regime, restricts access to the civic 

space for all and has an atrocious human rights record, yet the regime still 

obtains the support of the various religious minority groups (Christians, 

Alawites, and Druze) within their country. For further interest please 

consult: 2020, Manufacturing Division The Assad Regime and Minorities in 

South-West Syria: https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2020-

03/ETANA_Minorities%20in%20South-west%20Syria_0.pdf. 

https://www.smc.global/themencode-pdf-viewer
https://www.smc.global/themencode-pdf-viewer
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2020-03/ETANA_Minorities%20in%20South-west%20Syria_0.pdf
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2020-03/ETANA_Minorities%20in%20South-west%20Syria_0.pdf
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IV. The Role of Religious or Belief Actors  
in Civic Space  

 
45 July 2020, Civil Society Space: Engagement with International and 
Regional Organizations, Office of the High Commissioner and the Secretary 
General: https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElemen
t, pp. 14. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/096/43/PDF/G2009643.pdf?OpenElement
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46 Knox Thames, Answer to Question 9.  
47 Kenneth Mtata, Panel Discussion, March 30, 2021. 

 
48 September 2020, Engaging with Faith-Based Organisations and Religious 
Leaders (Scoping Note), DEVCO A5 and B1, pp.5.  
49 Ibid, pp.4. 
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50 Mawethu Nkosana, Interview, 18 March 2021. 
51 Filip Buff Pedersen, Panel Discussion, 30 March 2021. 
52 September 2020, Engaging with Faith-Based Organisations and Religious 
Leaders (Scoping Note), DEVCO A5 and B1, pp. 6. 
53 Anonymous Employee US State Department, Personal Interview, 4 March 
2021. 
54 Kenneth Mtata, Religion: Help or Hindrance to Development?, The 
Lutheran World Federation: 
https://www.dmcdd.org/fileadmin/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_ud
vikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf, pp. 2. 

https://www.dmcdd.org/fileadmin/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_udvikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf
https://www.dmcdd.org/fileadmin/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_udvikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf
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55 September 2020, Engaging with Faith-Based Organisations and Religious 
Leaders (Scoping Note), DEVCO A5 and B1, pp 12. 
56 Kenneth Mtata, Religion: Help or Hindrance to Development?, The 
Lutheran World Federation: 
https://www.dmcdd.org/filead min/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_ud
vikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf, pp., 4. 
57 Ibid. 

 
58 Kenneth Mtata, Panel Discussion, 30 March 2021. 
59 Ibid. 

https://www.dmcdd.org/fileadmin/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_udvikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf
https://www.dmcdd.org/fileadmin/Filer/Dokumenter/Religion_og_udvikling/Religion_Help_or_Hindrance_to_Development_LWF.pdf


 17 

 
60  Tale Steen-Johnson (2014): Oil on Troubled Waters ς religious 
Peacebuilding in Ethiopia (Phd), University of Agder, Kristianssand Norway 
61 Ibid. 

 
62 Ibid. 
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V. Case Studies  

Israel & Palestine  

 
63 Salim J. Munayer & Daniel Munayer, Interview,  11 March 2021. 
64 Ibid.  

 
65 Ibid. 
66 Ibid. 
67 Ibid. 


